
A LISTING OF THE 

Fiscal Stamps of the Soviet Government 

(R.S.F.S.R. and U.S.S.R.) 

by E. E. Stefanowsky 
Kharkow-2, U.S.S.R. 

The last all-world fiscal stamps 
catalogue, including Russian fiscal 
stamps, was prepared and published 
by the renowned French specialists 
of revenue stamps, A. Forbin, 1915. 
During the Civil War in Russia there 
were issued a great many fiscal stamps 
by the central Soviet Government, 
local authorities, including munici
palities, and counter-revolutionary 
governments. These issues have never 
been described in detail except in 
my article that appeared in the Echan
giste Universal in 1950. Increased in
terest manifested of late years by 
collectors has prompted the prepara
tion of this article to guide collectors 
in the classification of these stamps. 
Indicated in the listing are the author
ities responsible for issuing the vari
ous stamps, years of issue, purpose, 
face value, and where necessary, a 
short description including the color 
of the stamps. 
All fiscal stamps issued for use in 
Russia may be correctly classified in 
one of the following five groups: 

1. Issues of the Tzarist Government 
(Imperial) and of the Provisional 
Government in 1917. 

2. Issues of the Soviet Government 
(R.S.F.S.R. and U.S.S.R.). 

3. Issues of different governments 
and armies during the Civil War and 
afterwards. 

4. Local Provisionals of the 100-fold 
revaluation of duty stamps in 1920-21. 

5. Local issues of towns and regions 
(also pre-revolutionary). 

In order to facilitate orientation when 
classifying the various issues, we have 
abstained from the widely used prac
tice of classifying the stamps by their 
destination for different purposes. 
All the stamps issued by any one 
authority, or for any region or town 
are classified the same regardless 
of their destination. 
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This enumeration has been compiled 
on the basis of the author's personal 
collection and knowledge cf these 
stamps, together with information 
obtained from others, and also some 
published datum. The author will be 
grateful for any communications on 
possible omissions or instances of in
correctness in the listing. The author 
also requests that communications 
regarding unlisted items be accom
panied by specimens of stamps sub
mitted for his inspection. 

This article is illustrated by photo
graphical tables reproducing specimens 
of the stamps enumerated. 

PART I 
T:zarist and Provisional Government 
(up to 1917 inclusive) 

The issues previous to World War I 
have been carefully listed in For
bin's 1915 catalogue. Only some ad
ditions and corrections to it are given 
here, and 1914-1917 issues are enu
merated. 

TAX DUTY. 1888. 5k. proof of this 
issue type in black and blue. 

1901. The 10k. value belongs also 
to this issue 

1907-13. To this issue belongs also 
the 1 and 2r. stamps. Errors of stamps 
of this issue are found (without 
ground): 10,50k., l,3,5r. The stamps 
of this issue are known with red sur
charge of the word "obrasetz" (speci
men), one letter on every stamp: 3 
5r. 

1917. Stamps of the preceding issue, 
imperf.: 5,10,20k. (underground in
verted), 5e,75k.,lr.,lr. without under
ground in lower square, lr.25k.,2r. 
lilac, 2r. orange-red, Sr. 

These stamps are also known over
printed "obrasetz" (specimen): 20,50, 
75k,,lr.25k. 

(Continued on page 93) 
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(Continued from page 91) 

1917. A new issue of tax duty stamps 
was being prepared by the Kerensky 
government (proofs of different face 
values are known). 

PASSPORT DUTY. 1895. Are found 
imperf. with red surcharge "obrasetz" 
(letter on each stamp): 20k.,lr. 

CONSULAR DUTY. 1913. T h e  
colours of these stamps are incorrect 
in Forbin, and also the following 
values are omitted 1,2,5,25k. The 50r. 
stamp is perf. 13½ or 11 ½. The exist
ence of the 30 and lOOr. values is 
doubtful. Some of the values are found 
surcharged "obrasetz" (lk.,4r.50k.) 

1917. After the February Revolution 
many Russian Consular offices abroad 
overprinted the eagle on their stock 
of consular stamps with hand-stamps 
of different shapes. New values were 
also overprinted to form these that 
were exhausted in stock. Sometimes 
it was made with pen and ink. An 
enumeration of these issues is yet 
to be made. 

EXCISE TAX. These stamps are 
incorrectly named by Forbin: instead 
of "fruit wine production" you must 
read: "Vodka production," and instead 
of "oil distilleries": "fruit-and wine
Vodka distillery." 

PATENT TAX. In the 1871 issue are 
also known: lr. yellow and black and 
2r. lilac and black (both also sur
charged "obrasetz"). The surcharges 
on the 1871 issue, made in 1873-95, 
exist in 5 types with handwritten face 
value (in all 6 stamps) and a 6th 
type with everything handwritten. The 
1902 issue is in reality of 1895 and 
includes also a 2½r. value (orange and 
black). 

THEATRE TAX FOR CHARITY 
PURPOSES. In 1915 appeared a set 
of these stamps with a changed de
sign: 1,5,10,20,30,35,40,50,80k.,l,3r. (the 
latter two of a somewhat longer 
shape). 

1916. New values overprinted on 
2k. stamp of the 1898 issue lk on 2k, 
20k on 2k, 30k on 2k, 40k on 2k, 60k 
on 2k,; r on 2k, 3r on 2k. 
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TAX FOR THE RUS. RED CROSS 
SOC. The 10k. stamp is known over
printed 5k on 10k. (handstamp). 

CUSTOMS CHANCERY TAX. 1910 
(fig. 1). 20,60k.,lr. 

COURT FEES. The denominations of 
the fees are incorrectly given by 
Forbin: the first 1887 issue belongs 
to peace courts, the second one - to 
court institutions. The latter issue 
includes also the values 50k., 3, 5r. 

The 1891 issue includes also the 1, 
3,5, and 10k. values in the size of 
the 25k. stamp. 

PART II 

Russian SociaHst Federated Soviet 
Republic (RSFSR) and Union of the 

Socialist Soviet Republics (USSR). 

TAX DUTY. During the Civil War, 
before a definite issue for the whole 
country was released, a large variety 
of local issues appeared, mostly as 
surcharges on fiscal stamps of local 
governments. In 1920-21 the stocks 
of tax duty stamps that were on hand 
were revaluated 100 times and sur
charged locally. An enumeration of 
these copious issues will be given 
later in a special part of this paper. 

1922. (fig 2). Value in "1922 curren
cy." Imperf.: 50k., 1, 5, 10, 25, 100, 
500, lOOOr.; perf. 12½: 50k., 5, 25r. 

1923. Value in "1923 currency.'' 
Stamps of the preceding issue with a 
corresponding overprint. Imperf.: 50k., 
1, 5, 10, 25r. 

1923. Design of 190'7 with sickle and 
hammer and letters RSFSR substituted 
for crown. Below inscription: ''1923 
currency" (fig. 3): perf.: 1, 2, 5, 10, 
20, 50, 100, 300, 500, 1000, 2000r. Im
perf.: 1, 2, 5, 10, 20r. Imperf.: 1, 2, 
5, 10, 20r. 

1924. Chancery fee stamps of the 
same year (see below) with overprint 
of the word "duty". Unwmkd. 6 on 
5k. (gold); surcharge brilliant or dull 
(fig. 4). 

1924. In chervonetz roubles, repre
senting a worker or a peasant. Per£. 
Unwmkd. Lithographic (1st type
numerals and letters larger, on the 
lr. stamp the word "rubl" is in all 

(Continued on page 94) 
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letters, and on the lr. 65k. stamp it 
is abbreviated-"rub." (6k., 75k., lr., lr. 
65k .. 3r. - fig. 5, the others - fig. 6). 

6k.. 15k., 50k., 75k., lr., lr., 65k., 
2r .. 3r., lOr. 

1924. Ibid., typographic print (type 
II - numerals and letters smaller, on 
the lr. stamp the word "rub." is ab
bre,·iated on the lr. 65k. one - in all 
letters - "rubl" (fig. 7 and 8, corres
pondingly). 

6k.. 15., 75k. (the other values in 
this type are only with wmk., see 
below) 

1924-25. Ibid., but with wmk mean
ders (as postage stamps of the same 
period). Lithographic printing - I type 
(fig. 5 and 6) 

lr .. lr. b5k., 3r., !Or. 

1924-25. Ibid.. typographic print 
(II type. fig. 7 and 8). 6k., 15k., 50., 
75k .. lr., lr. 85k., lr. 65k., 2r., 3r., lOr. 

1925. Chancery duty stamp as pre-
viously, wmkd, overprinted (fig. 4)-6 
on 5k. 

1926. New type - arms in octogcne 
on kopeck values, in a 5-pointed star 
on the rouble values (fig. 9 and 10), 
wmk meanders. 

6. 15, 50k., lr., 3r., !Or. 

Beginning with the next issue, only 
stamps of the so-called unified duty 
are being issued for all kinds of duties, 
the issue of stamps for separate uuties 
being discontinued. 

1931. Word "poshlina" (duty) in 6 
languages, perf. Wmk. meanders. Size 
22x32½ mm (fig. 11). 

10. 15, 25, 50k., 1, 3, 5r. 

Are known with surcharge "obra
setz ·· (7 letters on 5 stamps). 

1932. Same type, but size smaller 
(14½x2l1hmm). Perf. Wmk. meanders. 

25. 50 kop., 1, 3, 5, 10, 50, lOOr. 

1938. As previous issue, but inscrip
tion in lower rectangle in 10 languages 
instead of 5. Perf ., unwmkd. (fig. 12). 

25, 50k., 1, 3, 5, 10, 25, lOOr. 

Substituted by a new issue on Jan. 
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1st 1961, in connection with the latest 
monetary reform. 

s·rATE DUTY FOR REGISTRATION 
OF TRANSACTIONS CONCLUDED 
OUTSIDE THE STOCK EXCHANGE. 

1927-28. The 1 to 50 k. values fig. 
13, 1 to 5 r. fig. 14, 15 to 250 r. fig. 
15. Ped., wmk. meanders. 

1, 2, 5, 15, 50k., 1, 3, 5, 15, 50, 100, 
250r. 

STATE REGISTRATION FEE. 

1938. Fig 16. In 6 languages. Perf. 
Wmk. meanders. 30kop. 

PASSPORT REGISTRATION FEE. 

1927. In 6 languages. (Fig. 17). Perf. 
Wmk meanders. 

5, 10, 20k., lr. 

1929. Similar type, but size smaller. 
(fig. 18. for rouble values fig. 19). 
Perf. 10 (5k. also 12x12½ ). Wmk 
meanders. 

5, 10, 20, 25, 40k., 2, 5r. 

Id., on chalk paper, unwmkd: 5, 25k. 

1932. New type (fig. 20). In 7 
languages. Perf. Wmk meanders. lr. 
CONSULAR FEE. 

1923. On grey-blue paper, with pale 
red surcharge of shortened name of 
the Foreign Affairs People Commis
sariate. Different sizes (type fig. 21) 

5k. (32½x18½mm); 5k. (24x29mm); 
3r. 50k; 5r.; 20r. 

1926. P.C.F.A., U.S.S.R. New design. 
Kopeck values small size (fig. 22), 
rouble values large (25½ x39mm, 
fig. 23). Perf. 13½ (A), 12½ (B) or 
10½ (C). Wmk meanders. 

5k (A), 10k (B), 25k (B), 50k (B), lr 
(C), 2r (B,C), 3r (B,C), 5r. (B,C). 

7r 50k (B), lOr (B,C). 
1929. Id., but smaller size (23x33½ 

mm). 

lr. 86k., 4r. 20k. 

1930. Id., still smaller size (15x23 
mm). 

3, 5, !Or. 
FEE ON FOREIGN PASSPORTS, 
VISAS, ETC., FOR RED CROSS. 

1929 (fig. 24). Rouble values larger 
size (fig. 25). Perf., meander wmk. 

5, 10, 50k., 1, 5, lOr. 
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FEE ON SPECTACLES AND AMUSE
MENTS (R.S.F.S.R.) 

1924 (fig. 26). Perf., without wmk. 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 15, 20, 30k. 

1932. U.S.S.R. In 7 languages (fig. 

27). Perf., chalk paper. 30k., known 
only surch. "obrasetz." 
FEE FOR RADIODIFFUSION 

1926. 1-5k. triangle shape (fig. 28), 
1-lOr. values also, but larger, 25-lOOr. 
large (fig. 29) 

1, 2, 3, 5, 10, 50k., 1, 3, 5, 10, 25 
(known in two colours), 50, lOOr. 
CONTROL FEE ON FOREIGN EX
CH.Ai�GE OF PHILATELIC MATER
IALS. 

Are not enumerated here, as th�y 
are extensively catalogued in postage 
stamp catalogues. 

CHANCERY FEE. 

1922. R.S.F.S.R. In 1922 year cur
rency (fig. 30). Imperf., Unmkd. 

1, 3, 5r. 3r. also known per£. 12½. 
1924 U.S.S.R. (fig. 31). In 6 lan

guages. Perf. Unwmkd. 
5kop. gold. 

1925. Id., wmk meanders. 5k. gold. 

COURT FEE 
1922. In 1922 currency (fig. 33). 

Imperf. Unwmkd. 

1, 3, 10, 50, 100, 500r. 

1925. In gold roubles (fig. 34). In 
6 languages. Per£. Wmk meanders. 
1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50k., 1, 2, 5, 10, 25r 

ADDITION TO COURT FEE FOR 
LOCAL BUDGET. 

1927. Shape of tax duty stamps 
(kopeck values fig. 35, rouble values 
fig. 36) Perf. 12. Wmk meanders. 

1, 2, 5, 10, 50k, 1, 2, 5, lOr. 
1928. Same type, but shape of uni

fied duty stamps (fig. 37). Per£. Wmk 
meanders. 

2, 5, 10k, 2r. Known also with sur
charge "obrasetz," 

1930. Preceding issue stamp sur
charged. 

30kop. on 2k. 

EXCISE TAX 
1925. Small label in 6 languages 

inscribed: excise tax paid. Imperf. 
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Unwmkd. Without value (fig. 32). 
To follow 

Part III. Issues of local governments 
and authorities of occupant interven
tionists. 

An Interesting letter 
(Continued from page 89) 

lift the upright staves and let them 
drop again, thus crushing the rocks 
or ores. 

(3) Re Jarl Pettersson's article in 
Libertas Philateliae #5 /6 1950: By 
the title this is in Swedish and not 
Norwegian; the translation is roughly 
"Distinguished designs on distinguish
ed stamps". I would very much like 
to see this issue, since I was always 
wondering what it is about and I 
was unable to list it properly in my 
index. In fact, if you have it, I would 
like to have the whole 1950 and any 
later issues of the magazine. I will 
let you have more details about the 
contents later. 

You mentioned that you keep cut
tings from about 30 periodicals, re
ferring to revenue stamps. !would be 
very much interested to know, wheth
er there is something I have missed 
for my index. Of course, it will be 
difficult to ascertain this, unless you 
have made a list of all articles. Is 
there a possibility for this? Of course, 
I myself have gone through the most 
important US philatelic periodicals 
except Mekeels, and some English 
ones. 

I hope that your successor as edi
tor will be a good man, who will take 
as much interest and pains in this 
job as you have done. I think that 
the "AR" has been improved greatly 
during your editorship. 

Best regards 
Joe 

MEXICAN REVENUES 
All Diff�rcnl 

100 .. $1.00 300 .. $ 4.00 (j()() .. $ :!ll.00 
150 .. . 1.76 400 .. 10.00 soo . . :1u.oo 
200 .. 2.50 450 . .  12.50 1000 .. 100.00 
250 .. 3.00 500 .. 15.00 1'!00 .. l:!:i.00 

LOUIS HOROVITZ, ARA-705 
Uox 247, "iunn�, ale-, ('allf. 
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